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NEWS Like us on facebook.com/birminghammail

Fine conditions, as it will be sunny and dry with just a
little patchy cloud. Warmer with just a gentle easterly
breeze. Max temp 16-19C (61-66F).

Aberdeen
Belfast
Birmingham
Brighton
Cardiff
Edinburgh
Leeds
Liverpool
London
Manchester
Newcastle
Torquay

fair 11 52
fair 13 55
cloudy 11 52
cloudy 11 52
fair 12 54
cloudy 11 52
cloudy 9 48
cloudy 12 54
cloudy 12 54
cloudy 12 54
fair 10 50
fair 12 54

cloudy 12 54
fair 13 55
sun 16 61
sun 18 64
sun 18 64
cloudy 14 57
fair 12 54
sun 14 57
sun 18 64
fair 16 61
fair 13 55
sun 15 59

Sunrise 5.59am Sunset 8.14pm

Moonrise 7.11am Moonset 10.29pm

Lighting up times:

8.14pm to 5.57am

Amsterdam
Athens
Barcelona
Berlin
Corfu
Costa del Sol
Cyprus
Hong Kong
Jamaica
Los Angeles
Majorca
Miami
Moscow
NewYork
Paris
Rome
Sydney
Tenerife

Air Pollution: Low
Barometer Check: 1031mb at 6pm today

fair 12 54
fair 22 72
fair 19 66
fair 14 57
fair 21 70
sun 25 77
sun 22 72
fair 28 82
sun 31 88
sun 22 72
sun 22 72
cloudy 32 90
cloudy 4 39
sun 14 57
sun 18 64
showers 18 64
rain 22 72
sun 22 72

16

1716

14

1515

5

sun 17 63
cloudy 18 64
fair 19 66
sun 18 64
sun 21 70
sun 21 70
sun 24 75
rain 29 84
sun 31 88
fair 19 66
sun 21 70
thunder 31 88
snow 5 41
thunder 15 59
sun 21 70
fair 18 64
showers 17 63
fair 22 72

13C (55F)

2C (36F)

TONIGHT

3C (37F)

TOMORROW

18C (64F)

WEDNESDAY

18C (64F)

4C (39F)

THURSDAY

17C (63F)

7C (45F)

Sunniest:
Stornoway
14.0 hours

Wettest:
Aberdeen

0.01 inches

Coldest
Kinbrace -4C 25F

Warmest:
Achnagart 16C 61F

WEATHER FORECAST
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BE 
– – – – – 

MARCHDOWN – – – – – 
DONEPIG 

– – – – 
FISTWHAT – – – – 

TIMEANCHOR – – – – – 
SAWPOACHED – – – 

CUSTARD

Can you place the six dominoes into the grid alongside in such 

a way that the number of spots in all four rows across and all 

four rows down totals the same?

CRYPTIC CLUES QUICK CLUES

 2. Flighty lady? (8) 3. A short time back (6) 4. Ali tries concoction that causes disease (8)
 5. No approval for retreat (4) 6. Turns out father has taken one to an ideal spot (6)

 7. Smear unusually rich sergeant-major fi rst (6)
 10. Almost stingy (4)

 14. Reporter to exert force on player (8) 15. Utensil used to clean rod, strangely enough (8)
 16. Old drink will sell abroad (6) 17. Plant going over the lines in the hothouse (6)

 18. Milk’s left out on return to remove the cream (4)
 19. Encouragement for the boy, we hear (6)
 22. Retreat Claire has included (4)

1

7

9

12

14

16

21

24

2

24

17

3

13

18

23

25

4

13

22

5

11

14

20

10

21

8

19

6

16

15

7

 1. Measurement that goes up and down in 
women’s fashions (9) 8. Check some of the best embroidery (4) 9. No prices I amended with accuracy (9) 11. One retaining a footballer? (6) 12. Swoop on a soft weight (6) 13. Rebuke salesman for taking fi sh (8) 16. See Gavin stumbling and form a mental 

image (8)
 20. April’s maybe spring-like (6) 21. Write ‘Enclosure 149’ (6) 23. Mother could be alarmed by the jam (9) 24. Very good but not well done (4) 25. Form of carriage entrance (9)

Across

Down

Each pair of words has a missing word between them that 

acts as a link to both (e.g. FRONT – DOOR – MAT). The initial 

letters of the six answers (reading downwards) will spell out an 

answer to the clue.
1. Clue: a fruit

DOUBLE – – – – – CRACKERTOP 
– – – 

PINPIG 
– – – – 

HORSESEA 
– – – – 

WATERDONKEY – – – – – – 
OILFLINT – – – – 

SMITH

2. Clue: a hand tool

QUICK – – – – 
PAPERMOOR – – – 

PECKEDACID 
– – – – 

BOWTHIN 
– – – 

LOLLYPEN 
– – – – – GRINDERCODDLED – – – 

FLIP

3. Clue: a bird

1 2 3

4 5 6

A

B
C

D
F

E

2.

1.

1 2 3

4 5 6

A

B
C

D
F

E

3.

Fill in the blank squares in the grid with numbers so that each horizontal or vertical line adds up to the total given in the box either to the left or above it.
Horizontal totals are given in the top right corners of the shaded boxes; vertical totals in the bottom left corners.

You can use the numbers 1 to 9, but may not use the same number more than once in any run. The number may be used again, however, in the same row or column but as part of another run.

Kakuro Challenge
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1724

26

48
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13
7
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23
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16
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25 2316

345
15

13
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EASY

HARD
Can’t solve one – then try the other! Two sets of clues both leading to the same answers

19

25

30

13

3

16

22
16

14

17

11

32
20

3
28

25

22

30

4

35

10

17

23
13

39

19

20

14

11

11

4

4

GIANT

Your weekly puzzle challenge

TWO-TIMER CROSSWORD

MISSING LINK

SPOT CHECK

A

B
C

D
F

E

1 2 3

4 5 6

Across

Down

 1. Midriff (9)
 8. Stalk (4)
 9. Exactitude (9)
 11. Custodian (6)
 12. Sudden jump (6) 13. Censure (8)

 16. Visualise (8)
 20. Helix (6)
 21. Drawing implement (6) 23. Orange conserve (9) 24. Uncommon (4)

 25. Hold spellbound (9)

 2. Aviatrix (8)
 3. Moment (6)
 4. Bacterial infection (8) 5. Secluded corner (4) 6. Perfect state (6)

 7. Sully (6)
 10. Close by (4)
 14. Journalist (8)
 15. Strainer (8)
 16. Output data in another form (6)

 17. House for growing grapes (6) 18. Read cursorily (4) 19. Stimulus (6)
 22. Animal’s den (4)

tra
Puzzles X
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1

10

13

15

16

20

23

27

2

24

3

11

16

26

4

17

19

5

9

14

21

25

28

5

17

20

6

15

22

22

6

10

12

18

26

7

23

19

8

24

Who? ....  Why? ....  How? 
When? .....  Where?

ACROSS1

8

10

14

18

22

2

19

3

7

13

21

10

11

16

22

4

9

17

20

23

15

5

12

6

16

 1. Colin -----, Scotland hooker (5)

 4. Billy -----, Aberdeen, Rangers and 
Scotland striker (5)

 7. --- Khan, racehorse owner (3)

 8. Rugby team now based in Coventry (5)

 9. ----- Fratianne, twice fi gure skating 
world champion (5)

 10. Rigobert ----, Cameroon defender (4)

 11. ------ Williams, Wales wing-forward 
capped 100 times (6)

 14. ------ Fleece, Derby winner in 1982 (6)

 15. Former home of Southampton FC (4)

 18. ----- National, steeplechase (5)

 20. John Arne -----, Norway defender (5)

 21. Alex ---, Dundee player/manager (3)

 22. ----- Parker, Welsh centre born in New 
Zealand (5)

 23. Christian -----, Spurs manager (5)

DOWN

General Knowledge Crossword

A test of knowledge for the sporting enthusiast

NOXAL

Here is an unusual word with three defi nitions, only one of which is correct. 
Can you identify the right defi nition?

1) An Elizabethan dice game in which the chief throws were nine 
and fi ve;

2) The dorsal surface of the thorax in insects;
3) Relating to wrongful injury by an object or animal belonging to 

another person.

Telephone dialling pads combine several 
letters on one key. Here we have encoded 
several sets of words or items by using 
numbers rather than letters. Then we 
have divided them into groups of three 
characters and run all the names one after 
another to make your task a little more 
diffi cult. Can you crack the code?

1.

4.

2.

5.

3.

6.

burrowing animals tearjerker fi lms Blue Peter presenters

female political 
fi gures past and presentjobs in the fi lm industry

characters from the 
Mario Bros. franchise

276 234 556 192 837 186 
531 244 624 455 216 337 
528 133 773 812 273 827 
514 267 837 122 343 714 
372 451 827 268 852 174 

521 244 768 651 369

546 412 661 269 737 176 
725 462 158 444 124 736 
126 216 621 627 461 366 
539 156 641 925 844 414 
666 221 927 461 285 538 

124 551 379 126 637

871 848 264 218 431 668 
326 651 232 243 714 817 
121 966 337 385 154 331 
226 241 717 114 156 831 
968 184 314 733 616 453 

192 837 744 713 696

625 318 712 784 781 562 
284 661 626 243 717 886 
817 373 676 371 776 382 
371 267 886 313 473 286 
713 473 286 717 274 781 

974 837 126 462 867

566 643 148 717 239 412 
446 926 426 921 342 631 
568 473 156 732 618 253 
743 174 645 386 615 375 
391 583 312 684 321 887 

637 156 461 662 537

236 294 712 488 861 463 
472 142 634 416 274 273 
818 428 243 715 854 214 
455 273 162 791 762 467 
661 985 421 896 674 365 

612 643 521 637 535

1
[ ] ’ –

2
ABC

3
DEF

4
GHI

5
JKL

6
MNO

7
PQRS

8
TUV

9
WXYZ

Spaces and any punctuation marks are 
represented by 1.

WORD SEARCHES

Your weekly puzzle challenge

DIALLING CODES

SPORTSWORD

WORD WIZARD

 1. John -----, Wales centre who 
captained 1971 Lions (5)

 2. Football club managed by Arsène 
Wenger (7)

 3. ---- Ilic, Charlton, Portsmouth and 
Barnsley goalkeeper (4)

 4. ------ Cowboys, American football 
team (6)

 5. --- Howe, England full-back (3)

 6. Host country of the 1992 Olympics (5)

 12. Winner of golf’s British Open in 1971 
and 1972 (7)

 13. Snooker world champion seven times (6)

 14. Assistant manager of Manchester Utd (5)

 16. Football club managed by Neil 
Redfearn (5)

 17. ---- Rusedski, British tennis player (4)

 19. --- Jones, 1969 Wimbledon champion (3)

P S S P R T M S H
T H H F L

B L G Y D L
S R T T X G L

S M T H R B S
W N M T N

P P R T S T D
T S R K
C R B S M P R
H P M P L

D L S B N D N
N S T G D
G R W B R T H R S

In this crossword we have removed all the vowels and just 
left the consonants. Can you fi ll in the gaps, using only the 
fi ve vowels (A, E, I, O, U) to complete the grid?

Can you fi nd the ten fi lms starring Humphrey Bogart hidden in 
this wordsearch? The answers can be found running backwards 
or forwards, horizontal, vertical or diagonal.

 1. CASABLANCA

 2. CONFLICT

 3. DEAD END

 4. KEY LARGO

 5. SABRINA

 6. SAHARA

 7. THE BIG SHOT

 8. THE ENFORCER

 9. TOKYO JOE

 10. UP THE RIVER

CON TRICK

Can you fi nd the ten evergreen trees hidden in this wordsearch?
The answers can be found running backwards or forwards, 
horizontal, vertical or diagonal.

 1. CORK OAK

 2. CYPRESS

 3. DOUGLAS FIR

 4. EUCALYPTUS

 5. HEMLOCK

 6. JUNIPER

 7. LABURNUM

 8. LEMON

 9. OLIVE

 10. SCOTS PINE

 1. Interjection to hurry up (4-4)

 9. Small dish used for baking (8)

 10. Make progress through 
water (4)

 11. City in Pennsylvania 
founded by Quakers in 
1682 (12)

 13. Cricket fi elding position (5,3)

 15. ------ of Despond, state of 
extreme depression (6)

 16. Small needle-case (4)

 17. Demolished completely (5)

 18. ---- lang syne, old times 
fondly remembered (4)

 20. ------ pint, a European 
arum (6)

 21. Having similar design or 
colour as another (8)

 23. Colour of short column 
where one posts letters 
(6-3,3)

 26. Overwhelming defeat (4)

 27. Member of a body of ten 
men (8)

 28. Deer-like ruminant (8)

ACROSS DOWN
 2. Appeal by fi elding side to 

umpire in cricket (4,4)

 3. Coarse dark ryebread (12)

 4. Very light colourless gas (6)

 5. Swift Malay sailing-boat (4)

 6. Dipped under surface of liquid (8)

 7. Son of Ham mentioned in 
Genesis (4)

 8. Not having cleaned with soap 
and water (8)

 12. Church temporarily used as the 
main one in a diocese (12)

 14. Title of prince of Hyderabad 
until 1950 (5)

 16. Wild and exciting undertaking (8)

 17. River marking boundary 
between USA and Mexico (3,5)

 19. Field event in athletics (4,4)

 22. Reluctance to spend money 
unnecessarily (6)

 24. I Love ----, US sitcom of 
1950s (4)

 25. Vegetable also called lady’s 
fi ngers (4)

traPuzzles X8 PAGES
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ZYGOLEX

EIGHT PAGES OF CROSSWORDS, QUIZZES, SUDOKUS, KAKUROS – AND MUCH, MUCH MOREYour weekly puzzle challenge

Each question has four possible answers and is worth from one to 15 points. Circle your 

chosen answers and keep a record of your points total. Maximum total points 120.

QUESTION 1 – for 1 point:

What are traditionally made on Shrove 

Tuesday?

A Marriage proposals

B Wishes

C Pancakes

D Christmas puddings 

QUESTION 2 – for 2 points:

Which of these fictional characters lived in 

Baker Street, London?

A Mr Micawber

B The Scarlet Pimpernel

C  Sherlock Holmes

D Dick Whittington

QUESTION 3 – for 3 points:

How many playing pieces does a chess set 

have?

A 24

B 28

C 32

D 36

QUESTION 4 – for 4 points:

What was the name of the fairy in the 

children’s story Peter Pan?

A Tinker Bell

B Titania

C Brown Owl

D Iolanthe

QUESTION 5 – for 5 points:

In which US state is the Grand Canyon?

A Colorado

B Arizona

C California

D New Mexico

QUESTION 6 – for 6 points:

How many arms does a star fish typically 

have?

A Three

B Four

C Five

D Six

QUESTION 7 – for 7 points:

Which explorer first brought potatoes to 

Britain from the New World?

A Walter Raleigh

B Francis Drake

C John Hawkins

D Bartholomew Gosnold

QUESTION 8 – for 8 points:

Emma Watson starred in which of these 2012 

US comedy films?

A Parental Guidance

B Silver Linings Playbook

C The Perks of Being a Wallflower

D This Means War

QUESTION 9 – for 9 points:

In which European capital city is Wenceslas 

Square?

A Prague

B Helsinki

C Berlin

D Vienna

QUESTION 10 – for 10 points:

What type of plant completes its growth cycle 

in two years?

A Perennial

B Annual

C Biennial

D Biannual

QUESTION 11 – for 11 points:

Which instrument is associated with Louis 

Armstrong?

A Trumpet

B Clarinet

C Piano

D Trombone

QUESTION 12 – for 12 points:

What is the capital of Paraguay?

A Montevideo

B Buenos Aires

C Asunción

D São Paulo

QUESTION 13 – for 13 points:

The annexation of which region of Ukraine by 

Russia precipitated the 2014 crisis between 

the two countries?

A Donetsk

B Crimea

C Kharkiv

D Luhansk

QUESTION 14 – for 14 points:

What is the meaning of the clothes care label 

bearing a crossed-out triangle?

A Do not bleach

B Do not tumble-dry

C Do not iron

D Dry clean only

QUESTION 15 – for 15 points:

Who made his debut as a film director with 

Reservoir Dogs in 1993?

A Richard Marquand

B Martin Scorsese

C James Cameron

D Quentin Tarantino

Actress Emma Watson. See Question 8

 1. Offer of marriage (8)

 8. Specialist (6)

 9. Drop of rain (4)

 10. Move quickly (3)

 11. Tagged (anag.) (6)

 12. Fragrant (8)

 15. Planet (6)

 16. Large wasp (6)

 20. Cab (6)

 24. Time to come (6)

 27. Scent spray (8)

 28. Macaw (6)

 29. Bath (3)

 30. Large boat (4)

 31. Opportunity (6)

 32. Saviour (8)

7

1

9

12

15

20

26

28

32

31

34

2

21

13

3

22

14

31

4

10

23

27

29

32

11

25

5

8

11

16

22

24

5

10

15

17

6

23

25

30

6

18

26

7

19

31

Can you find the celebrity name hidden in this Starspot 

Crossword? Complete the crossword in the normal way then 

make a note of the letters contained in all the squares which are 

marked with shaded stars. These letters will make an anagram 

of the name you are looking for.

ACROSS
DOWN

The Accumulator Quiz

All puzzles in this supplement are supplied by Sirius Media Services. To try more of our puzzles interactively online go to www.puzzled
rome.com

STARSPOT CROSSWORD
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 2. Long sword (6)

 3. Healing liquid (6)

 4. Sequence (6)

 5. Linear extent (6)

 6. Arachnid (6)

 7. Become ice (6)

 12. Haste (4)

 13. Mend socks (4)

 14. Board game (4)

 17. Egg (4)

 18. Common sense (slang) (4)

 19. Row (4)

 21. Indifference (6)

 22. Season (6)

 23. Substance (6)

 24. Prohibit (6)

 25. Thin paper (6)

 26. Purify (6)

3.
MERIT

RAINFOREST

FEEL
SEA

BARN

DUTCH

JINGLE

ROULETTE

CABLE

SPONGY

CAPTURE

WATCH

INTER

SHERRY

TRAMP

LAME

4
6

4
6

5
5

5
3

4

6

4

6

5

5

6

MEANING
LETTERS

RHYME

2.
CACHE

NERO

SCRATCH
PAVED

LAW

PITCH

GEEK

WILD

CONFIRM

TEEM

SHRED

FATHERED

BLOODY

GARY

VENTURE

CARE

5
4

5
4

4
5

5
5

4

4

4

4

4

5

4

MEANING
LETTERS

RHYME

1.
BIRD

LURK

JILT
VEIL

OWN

TIP

GLOOM

EXHALT

SPARS

FLASH

DAY

DESICCATE

SOIL

THWART

SLAKE

BERATE

3
4

4
4

4
4

4
6

4

4

5

5

4

3

4

MEANING
LETTERS

RHYME

Find the missing words by following the RHYME, MEANING and LETTERS links, e.g. a word that 

rhymes with ‘cheek’, has the same meaning as ‘mountain’ and has one letter different from ‘pear’, 

would be ‘peak’. A Letters link means one letter always changes. Full rules at www.zygolex.com/ne.

Lots more Zygolex puzzles (including 

several different levels of diffi culty) 

available on the Zygolex app.
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Cerys Caffery, four, enjoying The Enchanted Village at Alton Towers■■

It’s a kind 
of magic...

Alton Towers opened its En-
chanted Village to the public on 
Saturday and the fairies allowed 
the Birmingham Mail a sneaky 
peek.

The huge new development, 
next to the Staffordshire theme 
park’s two hotels, includes 125 
magical lodges (including five 
luxury treehouses) a themed 
restaurant, children’s play areas 
and a high ropes course.

Here’s what we learned about 
this land of forest spirits and lit-
tle fable folk...

➤ The lodges
The 120 Hobbit-style, two-bed-
room Woodland Lodges have 
wonky roofs and crooked chim-
neys.

Inside these rustic buildings 
are little doors and windows for 
the “little folk’’. They are semi-
detached, sleep five people and 
have 32 inch TVs, drinks making 
facilities, a mini outdoor decking 
area and free wifi.

➤ The treehouses
The five individually-designed 
treehouses sleep up to eight peo-
ple in four bedrooms.

They feature 50-inch plasma 
TVs, a games console and a pri-
vate hot tub on a sheltered out-
door decking area. They also 
come equipped with a dish-
washer and full self-catering 
facilities.

➤ The play areas
These are dotted around the vil-
lage so young guests are only 
ever a hop, skip and jump from a 
slide, seesaw, or climbing frame.

➤ High ropes course
The Tree Top Quest, due to open 
on May 22, will feature two 
courses for different age groups.

Children will be able to swing 
from trees as they navigate the 
forest before hurtling back to the 
ground on the 85m zip wire.

➤ After dark
At night the village takes on a 
whole new level of enchantment, 
as its wildlife lights up whilst the 
faint sound of whispering “little 
folk’’ fills the air! The Great Oak 
illuminates with hundreds of 
fairy lights and a glowing mush-
room trail leads guests to The 
Crooked Spoon for dinner.

➤ The restaurant
The Enchanted Village is home 
to its own quirky restaurant, the 
Crooked Spoon, which serves 
breakfast and dinner. There’s 
evening entertainment.

A 10z rump steak is £14.95 and 
and ale-battered cod and chips 
is £11.95.

➤ The cost
Prices for Woodland Lodges start 
at £117 for two adults and £157.50 
for five adults, which works out 
at £31.25 per person per night 
when booked in advance at 
altontowers.com, representing 
some of the cheapest accommo-
dation at the resort.

Adrian Caffery
Features Staff
adrian.caffery@trinitymirror.com

‘enchantED VILLAGE’ is 
like a fairytale come 
true at alton towers

Insta-Gran – the world’s first granny bedtime reading service■■

Youngsters enjoy ‘the world’s largest children’s book’ at the launch■■

Gangs are paying small-
time crooks to deliberately 
get jailed so they can be 
stuffed with drugs to take 
inside.

Villains serving sentenc-
es sell the stashes from the 
“mules” and some are net-
ting tens of thousands of 
pounds, a former inmate 

revealed. The ex-con, who 
was in Birmingham Prison, 
said: “The gangs target low-
level shoplifters and addicts 
who don’t care if they get 

jailed. Targets are told to 
commit the crime in view 
of security guards or CCTV 
and plead guilty to get a 
short sentence.”

The Ministry of Justice 
said: “Prisons use a com-
prehensive range of robust 
searching and security 
measures.”

Crooks ‘paid to get jailed’ and smuggle in drugs

➜
TV LISTINGS:
SEE PAGE 24TOMORROW


